
 

 

 

This year has been an amazing one for the Sanctuary and for the 

Community. At Fourvière we have begun the important transition  

towards becoming a living Sanctuary offering quality 

liturgies, pilgrimages and retreats in a beautiful setting. In 

January, we began with a new director (myself) and 

apostolate co-ordinator (Thomas Peacock). Thomas (from 

New Caledonia), his wife Ellie (from England) and their 

baby Jane are lay members of the Beatitudes. 

Even with the lockdown, in March, we were able to begin work on 

building our new “Pilgrim Shelter”, a wonderful place for families 

and individuals to come for rest, conviviality and coffee, in the 

peaceful surrounds of Mary’s garden. By God’s providence, 

Daniel, a network engineer from Germany, joined us during that 

time and wired and configured our network across several 

buildings. A French-Canadian documentary maker, Marc Antoine, 

also joined our bubble and created a wonderful 20-minute 

documentary about the life of the Beatitudes Community here at 

Fourvière. We plan to release this wonderful work of art 

sometime in the new year. Keep an eye out for the release!   

In order to inspire pilgrims to Fourvière towards a new 

evangelisation, work began in August to create the ‘Te Ara o te 

Mārama’ Mission Heritage Trail – a walk through Mary’s garden 

that will follow and celebrate the spread of the Gospel as it came 

to us through the missionary efforts that sprang from Fourvière. 

This project will be ongoing in 2021 and we are working in close 

collaboration with other orders and communities, including the 
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 Society of Mary, the Sisters of Compassion, the Sisters of the 

Missions and others to make this a reality.  

In November, 17 intrepid pilgrims joined the first of our 

‘Te Ara o te Mārama – Fourvière National Pilgrimages’ 

travelling from the Sanctuary to tour the holy places of 

Aotearoa that are linked to Fourvière in Lyon. 

In December, we celebrated another beautiful ‘Festival of 

Lights’ with Bishop Paul Martin and 250 pilgrims from far 

and wide. 

It has indeed been a busy year with many events, including 

Summer picnics and talks on the Lord’s Day at Fourvière, the Rose 

Petal Evening at St Teresa’s, the Corpus Christi procession, the 

honouring the Fourvière Pledge, countless liturgies and retreats 

and much more. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Sanctuary of Fourvière is a wonderful jewel in the Diocese of 

Christchurch and a destination for all who seek to find peace 

away from the distractions of life and desire to encounter Jesus.          

 

Michael Loretz (Director, Sanctuary of Fourvière) 

 

It has been a source of great disappointment for 

many, that due to the massive damage sustained from 

the Christchurch Earthquakes, the deconstruction of 

our much-loved Cathedral of the Blessed Sacrament 

began this year. We here at the Sanctuary of 

Fourvière, share the pain of the sight of this beautiful 

building being brought down. 

In July, however, we received a letter from Bishop 

Paul Martin offering us the opportunity to save the 

interior skin of the main dome of the Cathedral. So, 

at our own cost, builders and engineers went in to 

remove and catalogue each part and transport the 

precious cargo to Leithfield. 

The 367 parts now await the construction of the new 

Beatitudes Chapel at Fourvière. A major fundraising 

effort is now underway. Please support us! 

The brand new Fourvière Pilgrim Shelter 



 
 

The Sanctuary of Fourvière and the Community of the Beatitudes rely entirely on the generosity of ordinary people just 

like you. Neither the Community nor its apostolate are funded from any other means – we truly depend on divine 

providence. To develop the Sanctuary is an ambitious and costly project, but it is a sign of heaven on earth – a much 

needed light for a darkened world - a sacred space full of beauty and peace for the people of Christchurch and beyond! 

We are indeed so very fortunate to have a beautiful Marian Sanctuary right here in our own Diocese! 

 
 
 
@Fourvierenz           FourviereNZ               fourviere.nz 
 
DONATE: Westpac (Fourviere trust) 03 1582 0101964 000 
 
Registered Charities Number CC53857 
67 Leithfield Rd, Leithfield R.D.1 Amberley 7481 

Receipted donations above $5 are tax deductible. 

On December 8th, the Holy See announced 

the first ever “Ecclesial Family of 

Consecrated Life” – a whole new type of 

institute of consecrated life within the 

Church – and you guessed it – it is the 

Community of the Beatitudes!  

The Community (families, couples, single 

people, consecrated laity, clergy, and 

consecrated brothers and sisters), through 

our baptismal consecration, form a unique 

people of God responding to the universal 

call to holiness. The structure of an 

‘Ecclesial Family’ expresses the 

communion of the states of life, where all 

are encouraged to flourish - each in their 

own way, according to the duty of their 

states of life. In the Beatitudes, we find a 

way to witness to the Gospel and express 

the equal dignity of each member, all while 

anticipating the coming of the Lord 

through our prayer and the gift of our lives. 

In practical terms, this new structure of an 

Ecclesial Family entails a central 

governance and a government structure 

proper to each branch - sisters, brothers 

(including priests) and lay people. 

 

The move to becoming an Ecclesial Family 

also means that the vows and 

commitments made by each member of 

the community are now public – meaning 

that they are formally received by the 

whole Church. 

Out of the more than 800 members of the 

Beatitudes Community worldwide, one of 

the first lay people to make their 

commitment under the new juridical form 

was Taranaki-born Duane Stallard and his 

wife Malgosia. Duane is a member of the 

General Council of the Community. 

We are extremely grateful that the Holy 

Spirit has inspired the Church to open her 

heart to this new reality! 

The Beatitudes Community welcomes 

Sr Monica Tauili’ili to New Zealand! 

It is with much joy and anticipation that, 

just days before the Fourvière Festival of 

Lights, we were able to welcome Sr Monica 

Tauili’ili home to New Zealand after 

spending five years in formation overseas, 

most recently in Denver, Colorado. 

Fresh from 14 days in quarantine in 

Hamilton, Sr Monica, originally from 

Mangere, was delighted to be home and 

relished the opportunity to lead the crowd 

at the Festival in joyful Jewish dancing after 

mixing and mingling with 250 new friends 

who had gathered at the Sanctuary for the 

feast. 

During her isolation, Sr Monica was able to 

join in with prayer via Facebook live from 

our Chapel, but we are all overjoyed that she 

is with us now in person and very much part 

of the family. 

It is easy to support us – just follow these simple steps: 

1. Add us as a payee on your online banking site – then 

make a one-off, or even better, a regular donation to us 

when you come to paying your bills. 

2. Follow, subscribe and like us on Facebook and Youtube! 

3. Go to our website and click on ‘SUPPORT US’ and fill out 

your details to receive news and details of events. 

4. Email: retreats@fourviere.nz to book your next retreat! 

 All the details you need are right here! Please do this today!       

Sr Monica Tauili’ili leading the Jewish Dancing 

at the 2020 Fourvière Festival of Lights 
General Council of the Community of the 

Beatitudes (Duane is 2nd from left front row) 

Vatican approves first ever "Ecclesial Family of 

Consecrated Life – the Community of the Beatitudes! 
Sr Thérèse Assémat, Co-ordinator of the New Zealand House of 

the Beatitudes Community and Chair of the Board of Fourvière 

explains this exciting new reality in the Church. 

 

Merry Christmas from  

the Community of the 

Beatitudes and the 

Sanctuary of Fourvière! 
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